Collierville Soccer Association
Severe Weather Policy – Soccer Practices

Recreational, Cougars, Lobos
This document serves as a guideline for parents and coaches to follow in the event of a thunderstorm during soccer practice.  Obviously, in any case involving severe weather, it is always prudent to err on the side of safety and caution as thunderstorms can approach with little warning.  There is NO adequate accessible shelter at any of the Collierville Parks soccer facilities.  Pavilions at Suggs Park and Powell Road Park are not acceptable as shelters during thunderstorms.  The only recourse, then, with the approach of a thunderstorm is for coaches and players to seek shelter in cars.  Coaches must insure they give players adequate time to seek shelter with the approach of a storm.  Additionally, parents must insure that they or a responsible person are available at the practice field to provide shelter for their child (ren).  The coach cannot physically provide vehicle shelter for all players.

Coaches:  Please use the following guidelines with respect to conducting practices with the approach of thunderstorms:

1. Glance at weather reports before you practice if the weather is questionable.

2. Apply the 30-second rule:  when you see lightning, count the time until you hear thunder.  If this time is less than 30 seconds, seek proper shelter immediately.  Note:  this is NOT the time to try to glean one more coaching point before the storm hits.  Protect your players and equipment first.
3. If you do not see lightning, but hear thunder only, seek shelter.  Lightning can travel up to 10 miles away from the center of a storm.

4. Wait at least 20 minutes after the last thunder before continuing practice.

5. You as a coach have the responsibility to remove your team if at any time you feel your players’ safety is compromised by weather.

6. If a player is removed from the field by a parent because of weather related concerns, coaches will not take retribution against that player.

Parents:  Please adhere to the following:

1. Plan ahead if the weather is questionable.  You may have to spend your child’s practice time in the immediate vicinity of the field.

2. If you are away from the field and you hear thunder or the weather looks questionable, go immediately to the soccer field.  Note:  this is not the time to get one last errand in.

3. If necessary, assist the coaches and players as they leave the fields.

4. If you feel your child’s safety is threatened by severe weather at any time and these guidelines have not been followed, you have the right to remove your child from the weather threat.
